Liver transplantation for hepatolithiasis.
Hepatolithiasis is frequently encountered in Asia, but is relatively uncommon in Western societies. The improved surgical and stone fragmentation techniques that have evolved over the past decade have reduced the incidence of retained or recurrent stones with a consequent reduction in progressive liver damage and cirrhosis. Nonetheless, disease-related mortality from liver failure, bleeding oesophageal varices and cholangiocarcinoma still exists and a proportion of patients are cirrhotic at their initial presentation. There have been good long-term results following liver transplantation for a variety of cholestatic liver diseases, but transplantation for hepatolithiasis has seldom been reported. This paper reports four patients who underwent successful liver transplantation for hepatolithiasis with secondary biliary cirrhosis.